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AMTRAK CRASH

Lawsmts |
clalm

crossing
defects

They say gates failed
to come down in time

By Martha Bellisle

mbellisle@rgj.com

The children of the Amtrak
conductor Killed in last year’s
crash and three injured passen-
gers filed lawsuits Thursday
claiming the Nevada: Depart-
ment of Transportation failed to
post effective warning signs on
the road and the railroad compa- .
nies used a defective rail Cross<
ing warning signal.

“There’s credible evidence
that the gates came down late or
not at all,” said Jay Sullivan, a
Minden-based lawyer who filed

trict Court.” “In photographs
we've - seen, the northbound -
crossing gate was not broken off. .
Andthe question arises, whendid
that crossing gate drop7

“A late - deployment - of ‘the:
crossing gate would help explain
why Mr. (Lawrence) Valli drove
his truck into the train.”

Robert Comer of Magnolia,
Ohio, a forensic investigator who

ing accidents nationwide over 23
years, agreed, saying the skid
marks on the road show the truck
was inthe:northbound lane but
the crossing gate in that lane was
r-the crash.

the time of the’crash; Mr. Valli’s .-
truck and trailers would have hit

it and smashed it. But that didn’t - .-

happen,” Comer. said.. The skid
marks show that the truck stayed

See AMTRAK, Page 6A

ON RGJ. COMIAMTRAK -

Log on to read past coverage of the
June 24, 2011, Amtrak crash, including
Sunday's investigation into the Neva--
da Department of Transportation’s
decision‘niot to make changes at the
crossing where
curred.

" By G;anqaCru_et

ety ‘Supreme Court’s “decision-* to uphold-

‘gatehad:been down at |-

“center in an network that

L ‘American public, and that’s never a bad

fieryarashoc 70 ] see HEAI.TH CARE, Page 5A

HEALTH CARE

e IMA’ 5

Opposmg s1des clalm V1ctory after hlgh court’s dec181on ‘.

v f NEVADA AND HEALTH CARE

ga met@rg; com
T . S O Unmsured m Nevada: 563,000 or about PR s
“For Dr. Eithne-Marie Barton, the U.S. Pereent - “V'» The momentoiss health care ruhng

Where the state stands now: The Nevada : anded President’Barack Qbama: a:

Leg|slathre in 2011 implemented the Silver ampa(gn-season victory. However, ;

- State Healttf insurance Exchange and created a ™, . Bepu icans quickly indicated the

Bm‘m is'a doctor eno sv HAWC *’: seven-member board to oversee it. State o :

linic, a nonprofit medical ‘and dental " cialseestimate the Affordable Care Act would”

rserves about " ‘cost Nevada $575 illion in the first five years ¢ :

30, d‘)oo local patients e?iCh year: Stali;ipro— as more people becorie eligible for Medicaid. - Supreme Court’s health care deci

vides primary care and manages chronic . .- Thursday,.CNN and Fox News Channei

disease. Marly patients there suffer from - What haPP"‘? ':j°""| The U.S. Supreme Ct"”" got it wn?ong B

diabetes, -obesity, high blood: pressure ruling said the-federal government car:ino ”

and high cholesterol; she said. - threaten to wnthholdlstates entire Medicai
“The bottom hne is- that (the law) allotment if they don't take part in the law's

means more access to health care for the extension that would relax the threshold of -

* eligibility. Sandoval’s office said Nevada would: .

thing ” Barton: said. “The more-access, not automatlcally buy into the expansion.

the I%ealt}uer the country. Somany people- Source: Assocjated Press

ould have a big

B i ) Get more detalls on the health care .
“we serve are hardworkmg with ﬁlll-tlme - . i - law at RG. oMeglt{g;are :

PAGE 4A: FIND OUT ABOU'I' HOW THE
HEALTH CARE LAW WILL AFFECT YOU
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New fire agency to
issue: badges today

,,,,,,

Staff report. j ) department with vary-
i ing degrees of ‘experi-
L Washoe County offi- ence, including’ many::
elals ‘plan to distribute - with multiple years un- . |

Iaadges this - afternoon - der their belts.. They:

%o all the employees  are ‘completing a two-
‘who will be part of the week: academy. :
mew Truckee Meadows ~ -week:" to.- familiarize -
“Fire- -Protection - Dis- *‘themselves: - with the
trict,” including+ more - new department. - ;-
than 100 firefighters, The rest of the de-‘“’
= The county is start— ‘partment ‘will be made:
4ng its.own fire depart- - up of ‘the firefighters |
‘ment at 8 a.m: Sunday, -~ whoalready workinthe
gnding - a 12-year-old - Truckee Meadows and "
gxerger with the Reno. Sierra Fire protectlon.
ire Department. . districts. . - o
“ About: half of the The ceremony starts

‘firefighters. that will at 4 p.am. inside.the. Y o e
make up the new de- ~ County - Commission: |- Amtl‘a.k " ble strips and reduce the
artment -are Trecent chambers at 1001E 9th O N : -, - gpeed limit from 70 mph -
;&u’es, but come to the St Reno SRR CO"thedffo Page 1A:: " . to 50 mph.at the site_on
- : : US.95.
- - " ‘mostly in the northbound. The suits refer to aRe-.

: Wreckage of a seml truck that struck an Amtrak in June 2011is strewn along u. S 95. PHOTOS BY LiZ MARGERUM/RGJ FILE -~

'approachmg train, rum- i

=E

mu ~

fee T ;.- lane.If hehad driftedinto. " no Gazette-Journal inves:
QRIEFLY - ‘ T e £ the left: lane, ‘the skid tigation’ published ‘Sun

o o marks would have been :-.day, the first anniversary: S 1 .
‘Mian may have Sﬁmngs areaon ; refort on :ihat sicl;:1 of theroad, he - of the' crash.: The RGJ : : L
een killed by d that a man was dead. It . | said. But they werenot. ' )
'b ycog puta male doginquar- .| - The lawsuits also ask
% ACold Springsman . antin | 'the courtto impose a man: ,
“was found dead “Due to thisbeingan "[" datory injunction:against " i
WWednesday, possibly - ongoing criminal in- - the state  transportation

:‘fﬂledlnadog attack. - vestigation, no further -department. “The . plain-. 3
e TheYVashoe County. - details will be released - - | tiffs” want the court ito The ‘story quoted rail
Bheriff's-Office respon- _ at this time,” the sher- . force the DOT  to install workers who said they- : : :
:ded to a home in the oo s office saidina .|  advance railway crossmg it - .incredible  that }ftam, was travehng north :
" newsTelease. : : nothmg has been done to" - onU.S. 950nJune 24,2011,
) .,,Staj:freport ] iggered n" . make the crossing safer. - 'when" he sludded “and” Y
o : . e »‘ N MarcMagharx spokes- " --the. +failed to maintainand cal-
L man forAmtrak declined . bound Cahform Zephyr ibrate its lacomotive: -sig-
comment on the law: - carrying 218 people. Valli; - nal - -device  that tnggers
sui - conductor ;Laurette Lee . )
only: “We will- ﬁle are- d,
- sponse through the prop-
er-legal channels at the
| . appropriate time: but not
before.” 3 -
Meg . - Ragonese, sued the trucking comp:

Install new front or rear brake pads Ex udes machining rotors
or drums. Plus tax, if applicable. Not valid wit ther:offers pokeswomarn for - the ny, but John Davis Truck-
Present offer at time of service. Plus {a g transportanon .. depart- - ing has countersued the
g G : Explres 7/29/1 : el - “'ment, said: “NDOT hasre- . railroad ‘companies, -
Ry iewed the U.S. 95 and. .claiming they failed to sult, the wammg lights
p rall ossmgs w1th» maintain. : safe fracks. ' and crossing gates were )
! These . four’ new-” suits ,allegedly\‘delayed e
the 7+ bring to'15 the number of The suits also.sa;
: but we’ll ‘review - lawsuits flledmresponse Davis . Truckin; shpuld
them when we. recewe .to the crash. - - have suspended.. for -
. The..newest lawsuits his moving violations and
«were filed by Lee’s chil- . say Vallishould havebeen
dre d*'Richard Ales- - more attentive as-he ap-
‘sandro 'of - Elk, ‘Grove;: ‘proached. the-crossing.
Calif,, who was an-assis- _  “This loss of life and —
4 - tant ‘conductor - on'' the limb need not have. oc-
d not return messages.’  train, Passengers-Bryan curred,” ‘Sullivan said in ..
Lawrer;oe Ruben Valli ‘and. Rachel Bolingbroke the lawsuit. “The fiery.ac-

shatatzlta el !'H‘i

“of 'Tremonton, Utah; and "cident cauld have been
‘Hailey Loeffler of Crest-: . prevented in many w_'ays




